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O m% Heifers Calving - Figure 7 — Weaning Weight by 21-day calving group, Cows
m% Cows Calving S A regression analysis was performed using calf age as the
—Calf weaning wt from helifers independent variable and calf weight gain from birth to weaning as
—Calf Weaning wt from cows the dependent variable. Separate regression analyses were

Figure 3 — Calving Distribution Spring Calving Seasons 2000-2013 performed for heifer calves and steer calves for first calf heifers and
mature cows. Average values and coefficient of determination (R?)

values are shown in table 2. R? values ranged from 0.29 for steer
calves of fall calving mature cows to 0.59 for heifer calves of fall
calving first calf heifers. Age of calf may explain between 29% and
59% of the variablility in weaning weight.
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Figure 1 & 2 — Fall First Calf Heife

aterials and Methods
From 1999-2013 the center operated as a spring calving herd
with calves born January to April. In 2013, the herd transitioned

to fall calving with the calving season August to November. First Figure 4 & 5 — Calf grazing ahead of cows & Hereford bull in with

f

grazing stockpiled grass.

Table 2. Calf Weight Gain Birth to Weaning
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Calf Heifers and Cows were grouped separately into 21-day cows. Herd genetic makeup is majority Angus, with Simmental, First Calf First Calf
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Calving Season brd chk (Days) (Ib) WDA (Ib) (Ib) —Calf weaning wt from heifers Spring calves had greater BW, WDA, ADG, and WW. Fall calving cows
Spring Calving 5 4 =7 195 29 5 45 475 —Calf weaning wt from cows had a greater % of females calve in the first 21 days, indicating greater
Gty - ol o1l e 16 15 Figure 6 — Calving Distribution Fall Calving Seasons 2014-2024 Gill%
all Calving . . .

Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local governments. Its programs and employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, sex (including pregnancy), gender, gender identity, gender expression, genetic
Information, ethnicity or national origin, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, or military status, or any other basis protected by law.



	Slide 1

