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Dave’s Ramble

“Spotting a farmer used to be as easy as
recognizing a cowboy,” declared the Crops Master.
Pay attention while watching a classic western like
Blood on the Moon with Robert Mitchum and
Walter Brennen; you can rest assured that you will
know when you are looking at a cowboy. The
everyday outfit of cowboys and farmers was often
more similar than different in times past.

I remember when you wore all of the clothes you
needed for the day to the farm shop in layers. The
basic outfit stared with wool socks every day of the
year, boots, long pants, heavy tee shirt, and flannel
work shirt. From your pockets a handkerchief and
pair of work gloves hung. In your pockets you
carried a knife, tape measure, hand lens and keys.
Then the outerwear began with a hooded
sweatshirt or light jacket, followed by a heavy
work coat. You put on your favorite farm hat and
raingear was always nearby. We worked in the
elements just like the cowboys but on iron horses,
with a different set of tack. We were lucky if we
had an umbrella or canopy on the tractor, and a
canvas wrap in the winter.

Often tools would be added to our pockets, and a
role of tape for tucking and wrapping boot laces
and loose fitting clothing, or patching a wound to
keep going for the day. A thermos was placed in
the homemade PVC holder on the tractor.

In 1987 it all changed, the Crops Master got an
air conditioned tractor, and his wife called him
office boy from then on. Why, he even went to
grad school!

Thus the dilemma, we no longer know how to
spot a farmer by the way they dress. Therefore, I
believe that an official USA Farmer Badge is in
order, issued from USDA by presidential decree.
After all, farmers are few and far between in this
modern society. Now more than ever the few that
we have around, should stand out and be admired.
A shiny badge should just about do it; Or we could
just dress like farmers again.

Fall 2019

Calendar of Events

Mark Your Calendars --- Plan To Participate

+ Nov. 19-21, 2019 - Crop Mgmt. School - Ocean City

+ Dec. 3, 2019 - Southern MD Crops Dinner - Baden

+ Dec. 17, 2019 - Crops IPM Workshop NM/PAT - Ext Office

+ Jan. 7, 2020 - Pesticide Certification Training - Ext Office

+ Jan. 21, 2020 - Pesticide Certification Exam - Ext Office

+ Feb. 6, 2020 - So. MD Vegetable & Fruit Meeting - Bowie

+ Mar. 10, 2020 - Pasture & Crop Workshop NM/PAT-Ext Office
+ April 3, 2020 - On-Line Pesticide Applicator Recertification

¢ April 17, 2020 - On-Line Nutrient Voucher Recertification
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Winter 2020

Dave’s Ramble
“Please, Sweet Bliss,” instead a super
highway of information, a shockwave to

Calendar of Events

ignorance. We all know everything, a ceaseless Mark Your Calendars --- Plan To Participate
barrage, at ?ur flnqertlps in an mSta'.":e' I find ¢ Jan. 7, 2020 - Pesticide Certification Training - Ext Office
myself I0|_19|ng_| for just a moment of 'g_norance ?n ¢ Jan. 15, 2020 - So. MD Hay Conference - Baden
some topic, without a knowledgeable interruption. ¢ Jan. 21, 2020 - Pesticide Certification Exam - Ext Office
Like the magical quietness of a snowfall in a ¢ Jan. 23, 2019 - Central MD Vegetable Meeting — Upperco
meadow, a ponder walking an unseen a path to a ¢+ Feb. 6, 2020 - So. MD Vegetable & Fruit Meeting - Bowie
conclusion not yet known. ¢ Mar. 10, 2020 - Crops IPM Workshop NM/PAT - Ext Office
Therefore decreed the Crops Master, “Before you ¢ April 3, 2020 - On-Line Pesticide Applicator Recertification

become knowledgeable about agriculture, relish in ¢ April 17, 2020 - On-Line Nutrient Voucher Recertification
/4

ignorance; the imaginative can be exhilarating!”

May your blissful agriculture journey start with a
soil as aromatic as the woodlands. Like a miser
immersed in cash your whole being is in the till.
You, now the farmer, place seeds in a field absent
of tares, a witness to the baptism and the new crop
revealed. A seer of the tender young growth,
pampered with gentle rains and encouraging
sunshine, unfold to the majesty of a canopy
strengthened with kind winds. The birds sing their
songs of praise, and the insects revel in the journey
from spring’s dawn to winter’s sleep. Your farm
rewards a hundred fold, a smile of the blessed
giver to satisfy your soul.

Rather, I would encourage you take the traveled
and knowledgeable path of agriculture. Heal your
soil with cover crops, test its qualities and correct
its inadequacies. Be watchful over your crop, for
birds will pluck it out, weeds overcome, disease
sicken and insects devour. Agriculture is not for Inside This Issue
the blissfully ignorant.

. ¢ Winter Extension Meetings
We learn more, and know more, because more is « Local Ag News & Links
required. Do not become troubled from learning, it e MDA News
can be overwhelming; but remember to be playful e USDA News
[ )

with the imagination from time to time. “Every
farmer a better farmer” is not just an imaginative
aspiration; truly, a journey to worldwide bliss.

EPA Pesticide Program Updates

Local Governments * U.S. Department of Agriculture
The University of Maryland is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Equal Access Programs.



	Farm Boss Stories & Crops Master Rambles Myers 2019.pdf
	Farm Boss Stories &
	Rambles of the Crops Master
	By R. David Myers
	“Farming is Ageless”      Winter 2001
	“Farmer’s Glory”   Spring 2001
	“For Profit Farming”   Summer 2001
	“From Farm to Table”      Fall 2001



	“Here’s To Hay Days & Pay Days”   Winter 2002
	“What Can You Do for Me?”    Spring 2002
	“Need a little help out here!” echoed the call of the herdsman through the early summer morning haze.  The farmers, already assembled around the shop workbench, played deaf to the herdsman’s cry for just a few more minutes as Farm Boss issued the dai...
	The farmer on the loader led the procession to a spot about two miles out on the other end of the farm.  The dry cows and heifers in the dump pasture were sort of on summer maternity leave.  About every two weeks the cows and heifers were run throu...
	It was akin to arriving in Death Valley as the loader crested the hill and descended through the morning haze toward the creek bottom.  Several dozen buzzards had taken a vigil position, like death angels, aligned on the barbwire fence and open tre...
	Arms waved from the creek as the loader approached, and the noosed cow was fastened to the loader bucket hook.  “Pull her out!” hollered the herdsman.  Skeptically, the farmer put the tractor into reverse and took up the slack in the rope.   A slow...
	An IV of some bovine meds, and miraculously before nightfall the old girl was up and around – Most certainly quite sore from tongue to tail!
	“There Ain’t No Plan!”     Summer 2002
	Accomplishment occurs even in a state of absolute confusion.  Farm Boss may be best described as possessing a bulldozer mentality. “Go! Do something! Now! Even if it’s wrong, it’s right.”
	Three farmers were inside the thirty-foot diameter by sixty-foot high can when they heard the boss man’s truck role down the hill.   At the base of the hill, organized like an artillery column for rapid advance sat four tractors; Three of the tract...

	“Our Inability to See Agriculture Afar”   Fall 2002
	“Somewhere Beneath the Snow!”    Winter 2003
	“Will Someone Call A Farmer!”   Spring 2003
	“A Better Story!”        Summer 2003

	“WWW.ReadilyAvailableIntelligence.Someone!” Winter 2004
	Rambles of the Crops Master  Summer 2008

	Newsletter Ag Winter 2020.pdf
	Mark Your Calendars --- Plan To Participate
	Inside This Issue
	Become a MD Certified Private
	Pesticide Applicator
	Central Maryland Vegetable Growers Meeting
	February 6, 2020
	March 10, 2020


	2020 Regional Extension Meetings
	Forages in Maryland Click
	Disease and Nematode
	Guide for Field Crops
	Field Trial Resources
	Resources from Field Trials Seminar
	R. David Myers, Principal Agent
	Agriculture and Natural Resources
	University of Maryland Extension
	Anne Arundel & Prince George’s Counties

	So MD Veg Mtg Flier 2020.pdf
	Sponsors
	Dr. Cerruti Hooks
	Associate Professor
	Entomology
	Mr. Jake Jones
	Dr. Mengjun Hu



	Newsletter Ag Fall 2019.pdf
	Mark Your Calendars --- Plan To Participate
	Inside This Issue
	November 19-21, 2019
	December 17, 2019
	Become a MD Certified Private
	Pesticide Applicator
	February 6, 2020
	March 10, 2020


	Harvest (August-September)
	Disease and Nematode
	Guide for Field Crops
	Field Trial Resources
	Resources from Field Trials Seminar

	EPA Takes Action to Provide Accurate Risk Information to Consumers, Stop False
	Labeling on Products
	R. David Myers, Principal Agent
	Agriculture and Natural Resources
	University of Maryland Extension
	Anne Arundel & Prince George’s Counties



